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16. The Scapegoat
Long ago God told the people to do something very strange.  He said,
“Every year you must take two goats and a ram and make atonement
for your sins.  I will choose one man who must kill the goat and the ram
for  the  sins  of  the  people.   The  other  goat  must  be  a scapegoat.  The
man must put his hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it
all  the  sins  of  the  people.   He  must  then  send  the  goat  away  into  the
desert.  The goat will carry on itself the sins of all the people.”  In this
way the people could get rid of their  sins.   The
scapegoat got the punishment instead of the
people.

As time went by the people saw that they
have many sins and that the scapegoat
cannot carry all their sins. One man wrote a
song that said, “No man can redeem the
life of another or give to God a
ransom for him. The ransom for a
life is costly, no payment is ever
enough…”

Today people still have many
sins and they need a scapegoat
to make atonement for their
sins. At the right time, God
gave us a perfect scapegoat
so that we don’t have to
die for our sins. Do you
know who was the one
who took all our sins
on himself so that we
can be clean? Jesus
said: “I came to
give my life as a
ransom for
many.”

Vocabulary
goat Goats like to eat anything.

ram A ram is a male sheep.

atonement If he can make atonement for his
wrongs, we will forgive him.

scapegoat They made me the scapegoat for
the finacial scandal.

to confess We must confess our sins.

to get rid of I want to get rid of this old shirt.
Do you want it?

to redeem Do you have enough money to
redeem your debt?

ransom If you want to live, you’ve got to
pay the full ransom.

costly It is very costly to go for a holiday
in the USA.

The Bible says
God made Jesus who had no
sin to be sin for us.

2 Cor 5:21

Comprehension
1. What is a scapegoat?..........................................................................
2. Why was the scapegoat not good enough?..........................................

3. What will happen if we don’t have a scapegoat? ................................


