
Bradley, Sarah Blachly (1817-1893)  

Sarah Bradley is largely known as Dr. Dan Beach Bradley's second wife. She was born on 17 December 

1817, in Weathersfield Township, Ohio, into a well-educated and devout Presbyterian family. She attended 

the Oberlin Collegiate Institute (Oberlin College, today) from 1841 to 1845, and was one of the first 

women in the United States to earn a B.A. degree. She then migrated with her family to Dane, Wisconsin in 

the summer of 1846. She taught school in Dane for a period of time, after which she married Bradley on 3 

November 1848 and returned with him to Bangkok. In addition to rearing two stepchildren, she raised five 

children of her own. In 1851, she and two other missionary women were invited by King Mongkut (Rama 

IV) to teach English to palace women, which work continued for about three years. It is supposed to have 

been the first "zenna work" conducted by Protestant missionaries anywhere in the world. After Bradley's 

death in 1873, she remained in Bangkok, where she continued to run his press and conducted missionary 

work. She was highly respected, particularly by the royal family. She died on 16 August 1893 in Bangkok.  
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